






Margie, Sam, angler Rose Talalotu, Andy and Russ with Rose’s first marlin, which 
cleaned up the ladies’ section of the Pago Pago Game Fishing Club’s Ladies and 
Junior’s Tournament.

line. The fish ‘stuck’ about 50m out 
and 20m down for quite some time, 
with Rose not winning or losing line. 
She stuck at it calmly and gamely, 
with a lifejacket stuffed inside the 
harness back helping. Finally I sug-
gested circling the fish with the boat 
to break its pattern. I don’t really like 
doing this, as the changing angle can 
sometimes pull a hook, but in this 
case it worked and the fish popped 
up – a pretty 90kg blue – after a 
near two-hour fight. There were line 
cuts in the tail and anal fins, so it 
may well have been wrapped in the 
leader before we started running 
around it.

It was Rose’s first marlin, and it 
and one of her yellowfin cleaned 
up the ladies’ prizes at the tourna-
ment weigh-in later that afternoon. 
(She showed her blistered hands as 
a badge of honour for several days 
afterward.) The Junior section was 
won by George Poysky Jr IV with an 
18.9kg yellowfin.

I had one more day on the water, 
and while we knew there was plenty 
of action on the offshore banks, we 
decided to try some other alternatives. 

Bonavista II left harbour with Andy 
Wearing skippering, Sam Fuamatu, 
co-owner Peter Crispin, local hotelier 
Tom Drabble (who owns the Sadie’s 
by the Sea and Sadie Thompson 
Inn establishments) and me aboard. 
We threw a few poppers around 
Aunu’u Island for no result (although 
there are giant trevally present in 
American Samoa), then ran some 
trolling lures over the shelf edge at 
the east end of Tutuila. A dogtooth 
tuna was followed by a triple of yel-
lowfin, then a wahoo. Travelling over 
more structure on the remote north 
side of the island, I dropped a Halco 
Lazer Pro minnow out into the set of 
skirts. It ran very well at speed and 
the dogtooth just loved it, with three 
more hitting the deck in short order. 
When you are getting dogtooth on 
surface-trolled lures in the middle of 
the day, you know that a fishery has 
not had much pressure. Dropping 
jigs on some of those north coast pins 
would produce some pretty exciting 
fishing, I’ll bet.

We had time for one more experi-
ment, so elected to drop some cut 
baits to the bottom in 400m on the 
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Dogtooth country. Trolling some spectacular structure on Tutuila’s rugged 
north coast.

western end of the island, hapuku 
style. I love trying this sort of fishing 
in tropical waters, as it can turn up 
all sorts of interesting (and tasty) fish. 
Nailing a mackerel tuna for bait from 
a passing school with a pink Waxwing 
lure, we dropped some braid rigs 
down. It didn’t take long before we 
started catching fish, and they were 
worth the long crank up: longtailed 
flame snapper and ruby snapper (or 
palu-loa and palu-malau as the locals 
call them). These are gorgeous look-
ing scarlet-and-silver fish, and possi-
bly the all-time best eating fish in the 
ocean. I had caught a few before in 
Niue and Vanuatu, and they all acted 
the same – a big hit then a slack line 
as they race upwards for 20m or so. 
You need to crank fast to catch up, 
but the circle hooks mostly hold on. 
With four of each species on ice, it 
was a fine end to the day.

Tournament time!
The fishing in American Samoa 

was great, and while I had a taste, 
there are many angling avenues to 
explore. A good reason to do this 
(if you need something to hang 

your hat on) is the 13th Steinlager 
I’a Lapo’a (Big Fish) International 
Game Fishing Tournament, to be 
held from 7-12 of May, 2012. This 
is timed to follow hot on the heels 
of the International Tournament in 
nearby Samoa. This last comp is 
well attended by Kiwi anglers, who 
freight their trailer boats up from 
New Zealand to take part (a spe-
cial deal is organised with Pacific 
Forum Shipping Lines); a number of 
them have taken the opportunity to 
run their boats across to American 
Samoa to take part in the Steinlager 
I’a Lapo’a over the last few years, 
along with boats from Samoa. 

This tournament is in its thir-
teenth year now. In 2010, 22 boats 
registered with over 100 contestants 
– more than 60 were visitors from 
New Zealand, Australia and Samoa. 
They do not want for fish, either. The 
2011 tournament catch report lists 
25 tagged marlin and one weighed 
at 117kg, three sailfish tagged, 33 
yellowfin to 69kg, 43 wahoo to 19kg, 
six masimasi (mahimahi) to 16kg, 
four dogtooth, and a bunch of lesser 
fish, totalling 125 captures. You can’t 

Peter Crispin with a nice (and delicious) deep water flame snapper.
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All Welding Supplies  .  Metal & Alloy Fabrication

INDUSTRIAL GASESINDUSTRIAL GASESINDUSTRIAL GASESINDUSTRIAL GASES
PO Box 5664, Pago Pago, American Samoa, 96799

Ph. (1684) 699-9234
Fax (1684) 699-9136
Cell. (1684) 733 3890

email: indgas@bluelink.as

• Evinrude & Johnson Service and Repair
• Marine Repairs

• Fabrication, Steel, Aluminium and Stainless Steel
• Welding Supplies

• Oxygen
• Acetylene
• Nitrogen

• NOX
• Helium
• Argon

• Cylinder servicing and Hydro Testing
• Lincoln Electric Welding Equipment

• Victor Gas Welding Equipment
• Media Blasting

• Industrial Painting
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Fishing for the whanau. A day on the fabulous South Bank produced a wide range 
of tropical sportfish for the crew of Bonavista ll.

complain about that amongst 12 
boats and 55 anglers. Four boats were 
White Pointers shipped up from New 
Zealand to fish in both tournaments.

The Steinlager I’a Lapo’a Tourna
ment has solid sponsorship: 
Steinlager (through their local agents 
Sunshine Inc); the American Samoa 
Visitors Bureau; Sadie’s by the Sea 
and the Sadie Thompson Inn; the 
Turtle and Shark Lodge; Pago Pago 
Marine Charters; Industrial Gases 
(boat services and Evinrude); and 
Tool Shop and Building Supplies 
(Evinrude Sales, marine supplies). 
The 13th tournament is a ‘quali-
fier’ for the IGFA Offshore World 
Championship and will have cash 
prizes in the realm of US$20,000, 
along with a daily jackpot of around 
US$12,000).  

Kiwi anglers interested in fishing 
the Steinlager I’a Lapo’a Tournament 
have several options to explore. 
•	 There is the possibility of 

shipping your own boat up 
to Samoa to fish the SIGFA 
tournament, and continuing 
across the 40nm channel to fish 
the tournament in American 

Samoa (a great adventure). 
•	 Book a boat with Pago Pago 

Marine Charters – they have 
three: one full charter boat and 
two bare-boat charters (a local 
skipper can be arranged), but 
you would need to be quick. See 
www.pagopagomarinecharters.
com or their advertisement 
hereabouts for contact details. 

•	 A further alternative is that 
guest anglers can be ‘billeted’ 
with local boats. This can be 
organized through the Pago 
Pago Game Fishing Association, 
as can tournament entry. See 
their website www.ppgfa.com 
for contact details and more 
information. The tournament 
director is Peter Crispin. 
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•  Daily chance to win US$12,000 
with match the weight to win. 
Last two numbers of the whole 
pound weight of the largest 
(scoring) fi sh brought to the pole 
each day matches the pre-selected 
number wins US$12,000. 

•  Entry into IGFA Offshore World 
Championship.

•  And many more daily prizes.

Pago Pago Game Fishing Association presents

13th Steinlager I’a Lapo’a 
International Game Fishing Tournament

 Registration  May 7th 2012 
 Fishing  May 8th-11th 2012 
 Awards  May 12th 2012

Contact Info

Peter Crispin
PO Box 1215
Pago Pago

American Samoa 96799
Ph: (1684) 699 1453

Cell: (1684) 733 2847
Fax: (1684) 699 5272

Email: toolsinpago@yahoo.com

American Samoa
Visitors Bureau

• Steinlager 
• Sunshine Inc.
•  American Samoa 

Visitors Bureau

•  Southseas Radio 
(KHJ & V103)

• Starkist Samoa
• Asco Motors

• Industrial Gases
• Tool Shop
• Sadie’s Hotels
• Oxford Pacifi c Insurance

• Pacifi c Energy SWP 
• Golden Bay Cement
• Samoa Motors
• Samoa Maritime

• PFL Shipping 
• Polynesian Shipping 
• Darius Ltd

www.ppgfa.com
 Registration  May 7th 2012  Registration  May 7th 2012 
 Fishing  May 8th-11th 2012  Fishing  May 8th-11th 2012 
 Awards  May 12th 2012 Awards  May 12th 2012US$20,000+ in Prizes

FN
51

08

Ryan Simpson, 
153.2lb yellowfi n, 2011
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Flights: I flew to Samoa with Air New 

Zealand, then caught an onward flight to 

American Samoa with local airline Inter 

Island Airways. Other airlines also fly 

these routes. This is an American territory, 

so holders of New Zealand passports can 

travel on the American visa waiver scheme 

if staying less than 30 days. Immigration 

was pretty relaxed – I had no problems 

with one of the older-type passports, and 

there were none of the retinal scans and 

fingerprinting you are subject to when 

entering the mainland USA these days.

Other travel options: The Samoa Shipping 

Corporation based in Apia, Samoa, 

operates a once-a-week ferry sailing 

between Aleiapata, Samoa and Pago 

Pago, American Samoa. The MV Lady 
Naomi departs Aleiapata, Samoa, on a 

Wednesday night, arriving in Pago Pago 

Thursday morning. The ferry then returns 

to Aleiapata the same day, departing Pago 

Pago later in the afternoon. 

Accommodation and eating out: Many 

Pacific Islands have a literary or artistic 

connection. Samoa has the Scottish 

novelist Robert Louis Stevenson and Tahiti 

has French Painter Paul Gauguin, for 

example. American Samoa has British 

writer (and some-time spy) W Somerset 

Maugham. One of his best-known short 

stories Rain, published in 1921, was 

set in Pago Pago and follows the moral 

disintegration of an intractable missionary 

attempting to convert a fun-loving (in the 

broadest sense) prostitute called Sadie 

Thompson. It has been adapted as a play 

and filmed three times. 

Perhaps the locals identify with Sadie’s 

attitude to life, as the character is 

commemorated by the Sadie Thompson 

Inn (where I had a magnificent dinner with 

some of the members of the Pago Pago 

Game Fishing Club) and Sadie’s by the Sea 

(the hotel where I stayed during my visit, 

and ate often – see www.sadieshotels.

com). Other accommodation and dining 

options include the Turtle and Shark 

Lodge, and a great many more. See www.

americansamoa.travel for further listings.

A ‘must visit’ while on the island is Tisa’s 

Barefoot Bar, a quirky beach establishment 

in the best traditions of the Pacific and 

the home of the Pacific Tattoo Festival. 

Each Wednesday night Tisa and her 

partner CandyMan (an ex-pat Kiwi) put 

on a traditional Samoan umu feast that 

is not to be missed. The food is delicious 

and CandyMan mixes a mean cocktail! 

Reservations are required so email 

tisa@tisasbarefootbar.com.

Currency: US dollars are used here, but I 

suggest changing money in New Zealand 

before you go – unless you enjoy taking 

a number and sitting around in a bank 

waiting for half an hour. Credit cards are 

widely accepted. 

Getting about: Driving is on the right-

hand side of the road, and as mentioned, 

vehicles tend to be large pick-up trucks 

(utes) and 4X4s. The speed limit is 20mph 

(32kph). If you want to drive yourself, ten 

vehicle rental agencies are listed on the 

American Samoa Visitors Bureau’s website 

www.americansamoa.travel. Taxis are 

readily available and there are a lot of 

buses on Tutuila (they run less regularly 

on weekends, especially Sunday); if not 

near a bus stop when one comes along, 

just flag it down.

I did a couple of tours around various 

parts of Tutuila to get a feel for the place. 

One was with Alofa’a Tours (alofastours@

yahoo.com), where Lisa and Sosene Asifoa 

treated me like I was family, showed me 

around many parts of the island, and 

talked candidly about life there. The other 

was with ex-pat American Rory West 

of North Shore Tours (rorywest@yahoo.

com), who took me to the isolated North 

Shore of the island and the National Park, 

concentrating on the natural world. We 

got on well and had some very interesting 

discussions. 

Electricity: It’s 110v here, so if you have 

multi-voltage adapters (my camera battery 

charger will work with 240v and 110v for 

example) you will require an adapter plug 

to fit US configurations. These are available 

at most travel shops.

Charterboats: Tourism is still in its infancy 

in American Samoa, and currently there 

is only one charter fishing operation in 

town: Pago Pago Marine Charters (www.

pagopagomarinecharters.com), owned 

by Peter Crispin and Andy Wearing. Both 

are long-term ex-pats; Peter is a Brit, via 

many years in New Zealand, while Andy is 

a Kiwi bloke. Their main charter boat is a 

40’ aluminium flybridge cruiser Bonavista 
II, a no-nonsense fishing machine powered 

by twin Caterpillars. It gets along a bit, and 

has an open layout tooled up with Schaefer 

outriggers and shotgun, Shimano Tiagra 

50W and 80W reels on Tiagra and Kilwell 

Sceptre rods, and two basic game chairs. 

As mentioned elsewhere, the two chairs 

come in handy quite often…

Pago Pago Marine Charters also has two 

other game fishing boats: an 8.2m Boston 

Whaler and a 9.1m catamaran powered 

by twin 90hp outboards; available as bare 

boats or with a local skipper supplied. 

Both have outriggers and full safety gear, 

meeting both US Coastguard and local 

Marine Patrol standards. Anglers just need 

to bring their own tackle, lures, gaffs, etc.

�

Travel tips

Subsistance fishing is still widely practiced on American Samoa. A cast-netter watches the 
wash for signs of fish.

Pago Pago town and harbour from Rainmaker Mountain. Most of the rugged interior of the 
Island is still clad in unmodified rainforest.
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